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Honorable Donald Lyons, Mayor 
Dowagiac City Council 
Kevin Anderson, City Manager 
Citizens of Dowagiac 
 

Mayor Lyons, City Council, Kevin Anderson, Citizens of Dowagiac, 

On behalf of the men and women of the Dowagiac Police and Fire Departments I am very pleased to 

submit the 2021 Annual Report.  This report summarizes the activities of the Dowagiac Police and Fire 

Departments for the calendar year of 2021. 

 

The year 2021 was yet another challenging year.  It seems as though being a challenge is more of the 

norm than not any more.  The year 2021 was supposed to be the year to “get back to normal”, however it 

was anything but.  The year was filled with promise and hope with the Coronavirus vaccine being widely 

distributed across the country and our area.  However all of that hope and promise turned again to 

challenges as we continued to struggle with the Coronavirus Pandemic.  It became a year to define what 

“normal” is as we move forward to the future.  It seems that definition will continue to change. 

 

The Officers and Firefighters of the Dowagiac Police and Fire Departments continued to work hard to stay 

healthy and provide the service to our community that they have come to expect and deserve.  We 

continued to train, prepare, and respond when called upon to keep our community safe while dealing with 

the challenges that the pandemic has brought. We continued to see our calls for service rise or at least 

remain steady from previous years.  The Dowagiac Police Department saw a 19% increase in calls for 

service from 8,084 in (2020) up to 9,611 in (2021).  The Dowagiac Fire Department saw a reduced number 

of calls for service from 384 in (2020) to 360 in (2021).  However, we saw a 56% increase in the number of 

structure fires responded to.   

 

One of the great signs of progress for the year was being able to participate in events as well as 

fundraisers again.  The Police and Fire Departments hosted the dunk tank at the Summer in the City 

Festival and held fundraisers at the annual fireworks show, Open Header Cruise, and the annual Toys For 

Tots drive.  It certainly was great to be able to be a part of our community again!!   

 

I truly hope that you enjoy the 2021 Annual Report.  Although the year was still a challenge, the Officers 

and Firefighters continued to serve their community with compassion, pride, and professionalism.  Each 

one of the numbers mentioned above and in the report are times when Officers and Firefighters did their 

best to take care of those in and around Dowagiac.  We look forward to serving our community in the future 

and stand ready to provide that service to the community that we love.   

 

Steven L. Grinnewald 

Director of Public Safety 
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION-POLICE 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION is generally thought of as numbers on a page to give perspective as to 
what happened during a specific period of time.  However, in this case the numbers mean much more than 
that. Keep in mind as you review these 2021 stats what each one of these numbers represents-an event in 
someone’s life.                                                
   Total Calls for Service            8,084             9611   
   
 Index Crimes              2020     2021 

Murder                                 

Sex Offense/Rape                                                    

Robbery                                                  

Aggravated/Felony Assault                                        

Burglary/Illegal Entry                                              

Larceny/ Theft                                             

Motor Vehicle Theft                                                

               Non-Index Crimes 

Assault/Dom. Violence                

Fraud                                                        

Vandalism                                                 

Weapons Offense                                                        

Narcotics Law                                          

Child/Family Offenses                                             

OWI/Liquor Violations                                                 

Disorderly Conduct                                           

Alarms                                          

Stalking                                  

General 

 Property Checks 

 Civil Matters 

General Assist/Suspicious 

Arrests Charges 

Adults                                         

Juveniles                                                                         

Traffic 

Tickets         

Accidents   

 

Total Calls for Service            8,084             9611   

 

1 1 

23 25 

6 3 

49 42 

28 31 

132 157 

38 37 

143 154 

75 57 

94 142 

19 26 

32 52 

75 123 

20 21 

227 242 

207 155 

85 89 

3328 4665 

475 406 

2012 1604 

336 330 

7 17 

333 280 

116 96 



 

K9 TOLE & K9 CASH  

 

K9 Tole is a 6-year Veteran of the Dowagiac Police Department 

who faithfully reports for duty with his handler, Sgt. Roman. K9 Tole 

searched a total of 14 vehicles and found 26.2 grams of 

methamphetamine this year along with a large amount of drug 

paraphernalia.  K9 Tole also had 2 successful tracks including one 

that led to a Felony Domestic Assault arrest in Edwardsburg.   

K9 Tole participated in National Night Out, demonstrations with 

Southwestern Michigan College ETS students and Criminal Justice 

Students at Elkhart Career Center.  More importantly, he is actively 

training the “Rookie K9”.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Introducing the newest Rookie of the Dowagiac Police 

Department, K9 Cash who is currently in training with K9 Tole and 

his handler, Sgt. Roman.  K9 Cash is a 2-year old Belgian-

Malinois that started with our department to become the next 

patrol canine.  K9 Cash has earned certification in obedience, 

tracking, article and 

building searches, 

narcotics and handler 

protection. K9 Cash 

has already had 2 

successful tracks.  K9 

Cash made his debut 

at National Night Out 

where he met dozens 

from the community 

who instantly fell in 

love with his energy. 



 

CASS COUNTY DRUG ENFORCEMENT TEAM 

(CCDET) 

Cass County Drug Enforcement Team is a cooperative effort with Cass County Sheriff’s Office and 

Dowagiac Police Department.  We currently have 2 Detectives assigned to the Team. 

 

 

The Drug Team successfully completed 21 search 

warrants in 2021.   

 

A total of 83 arrest charges, including 64 Felony charges, 

4 Misdemeanor charges and 15 Other (Bench) charges.    

 

10 Weapons seized in 2021  

 

A total of 311.01 grams of Methamphetamine, 41.36 

grams of Crack Cocaine and 915 Marijuana Plants were 

seized; which carries of street value of $471,328.80. 

 

A Baby bottle was used to make a Meth Bong found with  
a large amount of cash, packing supplies, scale and ammunition. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

84.1grams of seized methamphetamine 



 

TRAINING-POLICE 

 

• Cultural Agility/Diversity Inclusion 

• Gracie Survival Tactic Level 1 Instructor 

• Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs 

• Clandestine Lab Safety Certification 

• Law Enforcement Narcotics Intelligence 

• Mid-Level Narcotics Investigations 

• Opiod Awareness Seminar 

• Managing Narcotics Information 

• Local Agency Security Officer (LASO) 

• Firearms Instructor 

• Glock Advanced Armorer 

• AR-15 Armorer 

• MITN Agency Operator 

• Grant Writing for First Responders 

• Department Firearms Qualification 

• Department Firearms Tactical Training 

• Department Defensive Tactics 

• MSU School of Staff and Command 

 

 

 

We would like to congratulate Sergeant Matthew Behnke on his graduation from the 

Michigan State University School of Staff and Command.  The MSU School of Staff 

and Command is a 400-hour problem-based course that utilizes a blend of classroom 

facilitated learning and cutting edge distance learning technologies.  The program 

began in January and concluded with a virtual graduation in June.  Problem-based 

leaning (PBL) represents the next generation in law enforcement training by fostering 

critical thinking and employing learning philosophies appropriate in today’s law 

enforcement world.  Student’s study budgeting, grant writing, strategic planning and 

other challenging topics while they prepared themselves to be future leaders of their 

departments.  Students went through psychological profiles, conflict resolution 

profiling and other critical testing to determine how they approach these situations 

within their own personalities.   



 

FROM THE STREETS 

 

Dowagiac Police Department has 2 Patrol Officers on 

duty, 24-hours a day, 365 days per year.  Road Patrol 

has a range of responsibilities; person/property 

protection, traffic enforcement, criminal investigations 

and arrests/lodging at the jail and medical assists 

 

 

 

In 2021 Road Patrol collected/removed/seized: 

• 60.63 grams of Methamphetamine  

• .1 gram of Heroin 

• .1 gram Cocaine 

• 298 Pills-including Fentanyl 

• 27 Firearms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RedMed Box is an easy and secure way to dispose of your unused or expired 

medication.  Properly disposing unused/unwanted medications helps to protect 

the environment.  It also helps to protect our community against prescription 

abuse, addiction, and accident or intentional overdose.  

 

Dowagiac PD & Family Fare collected a total of 190 pounds of unused/unwanted 

medications to be DESTROYED. 

 



 

HIGHLIGHT CASES-POLICE 

January 6th, 2021 @ 05:15 
BAYMONT INN SHOOTING: Officers of the Dowagiac Police Department were dispatched to the Baymont 
Inn on Amerihost Dr. in Dowagiac in reference to several shots being fired.  Officers arrived and located a 
vehicle with several bullet holes in the hood of the vehicle and no one else around.  Officers spoke to 
people at the hotel however were not able to gain much information about the incident.  Officers attempted 
to locate the registered owner of the vehicle however were unable to locate that person.  The damaged 
vehicle was impounded for further investigation.   
 

Officers later located the owner of the vehicle.  The investigation revealed that the vehicle owner, a 25 year 
old female from Dowagiac, and her boyfriend got into an argument and pulled into the Baymont Inn parking 
lot to continue arguing.  During the argument the female subject brandished a handgun that she had been 
carrying.  She did not make any threats with the handgun however advised that she was going to shoot the 
vehicle they had been driving in so he could no longer use the vehicle.  The boyfriend then took the gun 
from her and fired several shots into the car.  Both left the area on foot.  Officers recovered the handgun 
used during this incident.  Officers learned that the male subject is currently on parole for an armed robbery 
charge.  
 

Dowagiac Police arrested the male subject, 26 from Dowagiac, for Felon in possession of a firearm, 
Unlawful discharge of a firearm, and two counts of felony firearm.  He was lodged at the Cass County Jail 
on these charges as well as a parole detainer for violating his parole.   
 

The suspect, Michael Anthony Smith, was convicted in June of 2021, after a jury trial of being a felon in 
possession of a firearm and possession of a firearm while in the commission of a felony.  He was 
sentenced to 2 years in prison in July of 2021.   
 

           
 

Thursday, January 7, 2021, @ approximately 4:30 P.M. 
MURDER: Dowagiac Police were provided information of a possible homicide that had occurred in an 
apartment at Hillcrest Apartments in Dowagiac within the last two days.  Upon receiving this information  
 



 

HIGHLIGHT CASES-POLICE 

Officers obtained a search warrant for the apartment.  Upon execution of the search warrant officers 
located a male subject deceased from an obvious gunshot wound in an apartment at the complex.   
 
Dowagiac Police developed a suspect in the shooting who was identified as the girlfriend of the 
victim.  Officers learned that the suspect and victim argued on Monday, 1/4/2021, and that the victim was 
shot during this argument.  The suspect and another roommate solicited help from another acquaintance of 
theirs to dispose of the victim’s body.  The suspects were unable to remove the body and left him in the 
apartment in a trash dumpster and fled the area.  Police were able to locate the suspects at a residence in 
South Bend, Indiana and with the help of South Bend Police and South Bend Police SWAT the suspects 
were taken into custody.   
 

Police arrested the suspects, Diedra Tomlin, from Dowagiac, and Jamie Loriot from Mishawaka, Indiana for 
murder as well as other crimes. In September of 2021, Loriot pled guilty to Tampering with Evidence 
Accessory After the Fact, and Concealing Death.  She was sentenced to 1 year in jail.  Ms. Tomlin awaits 
trial which is scheduled for February of 2022.   
 
Monday, September 13th, 2021 @ approximately 2:43 PM 
HIT & RUN CRASH: Dowagiac Police were dispatched to Spruce St. near State Rd., in reference to a 
crash that occurred at that location.  Officers investigation determined that a motorcycle driven by Terrel 
Ward, 34 of Dowagiac, was travelling south on Spruce St/M-51 approaching State Rd/M-62.  A vehicle also 
travelling south changed lanes into Mr. Ward’s lane which caused him to swerve to the side of the road, 
strike the curb, and crash into a street sign.  The vehicle that changed lanes fled the scene west on M-
62.  Mr. Ward was not wearing a helmet.  

    

Mr. Ward was treated on scene by PRIDE Ambulance and transported to Ascension/Borgess Lee Memorial 
Hospital in critical condition.  He was then flown to Kalamazoo Acension Borgess Hospital by West 
Michigan AirCare for further treatment of his injuries.    
 

Officers were able to obtain a photo of the suspect vehicle fleeing the area from a nearby surveillance 
camera.  Officers posted the photo to the media as well as social media and received information of a 
possible suspect in this incident.  Officers made contact with the suspect, a 37 year old female from 
Dowagiac, and she confessed to striking the motorcycle which caused it to crash and then leaving the 
scene after the crash.   

 
 



 

HIGHLIGHT CASES-POLICE 

Police were advised by the suspect that after the crash she took her vehicle home and placed it in the 
garage.  Police located the vehicle which was impounded.  The investigation revealed that the suspect’s 
driver’s license was revoked when this crash occurred.   
 

The suspect, Tiffany Hysell, was arrested for Hit and Run Accident Causing serious injury, Operating While 
License Revoked Causing Serious Impairment of Bodily Function, and Moving Violation Causing Serious 
Injury.  She was lodged at the Cass County Jail on the above mentioned charges.   
 
Saturday, September 25th, 2021, @ approximately 10:30 PM 
SHOOTING/ATTEMPTED MURDER: Dowagiac Police were dispatched to the parking lot near Dowagiac 
Liquor in the 900 block of Spruce St. for a shooting that just occurred.  Officers arrived and located the 
victim, a 33 year old female from Dowagiac, with a gunshot wound.  The victim was treated at the scene 
and then transported to a South Bend, Indiana hospital by Pride Ambulance for her injuries.  The victim was 
listed as being in serious condition and was later released from the hospital.   
 

The investigation revealed that the victim had an altercation with her boyfriend.  The victim was reported to 
be driving her vehicle through the parking lot and the suspect was standing in the parking lot. The suspect 
shot several rounds into the vehicle that the victim was driving with one of the rounds striking the 
victim.  The suspect then fled the area in an unknown direction.  It is unknown if the suspect fled on foot or 
in a vehicle.    
 

Dowagiac Police obtained a 10 count felony arrest warrant for the suspect, Robert J. Smith III, 45 of 
Dowagiac, which included attempted murder.  Mr. Smith is considered a suspect in this incident and is 
wanted by police.  It is believed that Mr. Smith has fled the area and has not yet been apprehended for this 
incident.     
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2021, at approximately 9:50 AM 
TRAIN/PEDESTRIAN FATAL CRASH: Dowagiac Police were dispatched to the train crossing on Park 
Place in Dowagiac in reference to a subject who had been struck by a train.  Officers responded and 
determined that the victim was deceased.   
 

The investigation showed that the victim had been at Harding’s near the crossing and was walking east on 
Park Place.  The victim attempted to walk across the crossing as an Amtrak train approached travelling 
south.  Witnesses advised that the victim did not appear to see or hear the train and continued to walk 
across the tracks and was struck by the train.   
 

The victim is, David Hanson, 69 from Dowagiac. The train, and the Amtrak route, was stopped for several 
hours while the incident was investigated.  No other injuries were reported as a result of this incident.   

 

 

 



 

EDUCATING THE NEXT GENERATION 

Southwestern Michigan College Educational Talent Search teamed up with 

Dowagiac Police & Fire to host “Public Safety Week” students learned 

Firearm Safety, participated in Tactical situations when a “Suspect” 

attacks, Crime Scene Processing, K9 Training with K9 Tole and K9 Cash, 

Air-Medical transport/safety, Vehicle Fire/Extrication and all students 

earned C.P.R. certification. 

  

Officer Nathan Ducklow and Officer Nolan Kahne graciously volunteered 

to “Ride the Lightning” and got tazed to show students the full effect of an 

electroshock weapon that temporarily incapacitates suspects so they can 

safely be detained/arrested.  Students ended the week with a trip to the 

famous “Firehouse 51” in Chicago.   



 

A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY 

 

• Feeding America Food Trucks 

• Cass County Fair Fireman’s Grill 

• National Night Out 

• Feed the Hungry  

• Memorial Day Parade 

• Steve’s Run 

• Christmas Parade 

• Juneteenth Celebration 

• Annual Kickball Game with Parkside Kids 

• Ride to Remember 

• Trunk and Treat 

• Chieftain Homecoming Parade 

• Rod-N-Roll 

• 4th of July Fireworks 

• Corn & Sausage Roast 

• 911 Memorial 

• Toys for Tots 

• Birthday/Anniversary Celebrations 

• Under the Harvest Moon 

• National Guard Homecoming Escort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

 



 

A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY 

 

In December we hosted our Annual Sausage & Flapjacks breakfast and joined forces with the Marines & 

Cass County Toys for Tots, we collected/delivered a RECORD amount of 33 boxes and 10 bicycles  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Grinch was  
found snooping   
at the FD                      
during the Toys- 
for-Tots  
campaign,  
thankfully K9  
Tole arrived and  
took him to jail! 
  



 

TAILBOARD TALK 

 

The Dowagiac Fire Department would like to announce that we have recently 
improved our Insurance Service Office (ISO) Public Protection Classification 
(PPC) survey rating from 5 to 3.  The program measures and evaluates the 
effectiveness of fire-mitigation services provided in communities.  This rating 
goes from one to ten, one being the best possible rating.  The ISO’s Public 

Protection Classification survey is conducted every five years and evaluates three main areas of a 
community’s fire suppression system: emergency communications, fire department (including operational 
considerations) and water supply.  
 

With an ISO Rating 3, the Dowagiac Fire Department is now nationally ranked in the top 14% and home 
and business owners will save on insurance costs.  
 

 
 

Dowagiac Fire Department has teamed up with Serv-Pro who graciously donated 100 Smoke Detectors to 
be distributed throughout the City.  Serv-Pro has attended multiple community events with us.  This past 
year has proven the need for these valuable items.   
 

 
 
Dowagiac Fire has recently started using Active911.  This program extracts useful 
information such as location, knox box codes/locations, CAD notes, hydrant locations, 
emergency contacts, water hook-up and responder information. 
 
 



 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION-FIRE 

 

 

 

Incidents and Calls 2020 2021 

Total Calls For Service 384 360 

Total Calls by Area Served   

     City of Dowagiac 327 300 

          Ward 1 156 138 

          Ward 2 81 82 

          Ward 3 90 80 

     LaGrange Township (College/other contracted properties) 4 4 

     Pokagon Township Contracted Area (Section 1 and 2) 6 11 

     Pokagon Band Tribal Property 3 3 

     Wayne/Volinia Twp. Auto Aid Agreement 35 31 

     Calls/Aid Other Areas/Departments Not Included Above 9 8 

   
     Average Response Time to Priority Calls/City Response Area 4.25 4.15 

   

Breakout by Type of Call (Includes Auto Aid agreement)   

     Structure Fire 16 25 

     Fire/Smoke Alarms (intentional, non-intentional, etc.) 27 37 

     Cooking Fire (contained) 3 2 

     Vehicle/Machinery Fires 6 4 

     Grass/Brush/Ground Fire/Dumpster 9 7 

     Good Intent/Service Calls (Water Leak, Smoke in Area) 11 15 

     Motor Vehicle Collision/Pedestrian/Extrication or Other Rescue 38 20 

     Elevator Rescue 1 0 

     Search for Lost Persons 0 0 

     Illegal Burning 33 37 

     Hazardous Conditions (gas leak, power line down, etc.) 44 38 

     Carbon Monoxide Calls/Investigations 20 10 

     EMS Assist (Lifting Manpower/CPR, etc.) 143 109 

     Mutual Aid (Not contracted or auto aid responses/Wayne) 13 8 

     Call Cancelled During Response 16 9 

     Assist Police Department/Lighting/Traffic/Bomb Threat 3 5 

     Severe Weather or Tornado Standby 1 1 

Total Calls For Service 384 360 



 

CALL HIGHLIGHTS-FIRE 

 

Tuesday, February 22nd, 2021 @ 14:45 
STRUCTURE FIRE: Dowagiac Fire along with Wayne Township Fire Department was dispatched to a 
reported structure fire at 403 W Telegraph in the City of Dowagiac.  Crews arrived to find flames purging 
out of the windows.  The first floor had severe fire and smoke conditions and was quickly advancing to the 
second floor of the “balloon” construction style. Residence.  Additional manpower was requested from 
Indian Lake and Pokagon Fire.  Fire crews reported the fire under control approximately 45 minutes after 
arriving.  It is believed the fire originated in a downstairs bedroom with a cause from outdated and 
overloaded electrical cords.  

 

 

Saturday, March 20th, 2021 @ 15:10 
STRUCTURE FIRE: Dowagiac Fire was assisting Cassopolis Fire Department when they were called away 
to a working structure fire at 403 Oak St in the City of Dowagiac.  The fire was quickly knocked down due to 
coordinated interior attack.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CALL HIGHLIGHTS-FIRE 

 

Thursday, March 25th, 2021 @ 06:54 
STRUCTURE FIRE: Dowagiac Fire and Wayne Township Fire Department was dispatched to a reported 
Structure Fire with unknown occupants at 310 E Telegraph St in the City of Dowagiac.  Fire personnel were 
en route and noted extreme fire conditions 4 blocks away.  Fire crews worked aggressively to enter the 
structure for search and rescue operations but were slowed by fire involvement and building contents.  
Indian Lake and Sister Lakes Fire were also requested to the scene to assist.  Fire crews eventually 
located 2 victims who succumbed to the fire in an upstairs bedroom.  Michigan State Police Fire 
Investigation Unit was called in as well as Western Michigan University Pathology Unit for post mortem 
examinations.  The investigation revealed the fire started on the first floor and spread rapidly throughout the 
house.  There were NO smoke detectors in the residence.   
 
 

Friday, June 25th, 2021 @ 23:53 
STRUCTURE FIRE: Dowagiac Fire and Wayne Township Fire were dispatched to an unoccupied/abandon 
residence at 404 Thickstun St in the City of Dowagiac.  Crews worked to set up an exterior operation and 
worked aggressively to knock down the bulk of the fire.  No injuries were reported. This fire is considered 
suspicious and under investigation.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Friday, August 20th, 2021 @ 13:20 
STRUCTURE FIRE/MUTUAL AIDE: Dowagiac Fire was 
dispatched to 27232 White St-Cassopolis for mutual aid by 
Cassopolis Fire who was specifically requesting our ladder 
truck. Crews responded and found a working structure fire and 
multiple departments that had been battling for almost an hour 
in extreme heat. The occupants luckily made it out and no 
injuries were reported. This fire is considered suspicious and 
under investigation 

   



 

TRAINING-FIRE 

Continuing COVID challenges: As a result of the continuing COVID pandemic, several changes have been 

made to training schedules; smaller groups and social distancing were in force to limit exposure.  

Throughout the year we were able to lift restrictions and resume normal training.  The Fire Department 

members logged approximately 800 hours of training.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CELEBRATIONS 

The Police & Fire Department celebrated many milestones in 2021. 

 

Officer Ryan Murray retired after a 25 year career with the 

Dowagiac Police Department  

 

               Firefighters celebrated Burt Dodd and his        

30-year anniversary with Dowagiac Fire 

 

 

 

Deputy Fire Chief Robert “Smitty” Smith retired after 

dedicating 31-years to the Dowagiac Fire Department 

  

 

 

Lieutenant Robert 

“Bobbie” Nelson retired 

after a 28-year career 

with the Dowagiac Fire 

Department 

   

 

 

 

 

The Police & Fire Department welcomed Pastor Tracy Hatcher to the 

family, he will serve as on-call Department Chaplain and has already 

proved valuable as he has responded to several tragedies in our 

community to assist families and First Responders. 

     



 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Steven L. Grinnewald, Director of Public Safety 
 

241 S. Front St. 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 

Phone: 269-782-9743 
Fax: 269-782-3210 

sgrinnewald@dowagiac.org 

 

DOWAGIAC POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Deputy Chief of Police, David “Toxy” Toxopeus 
 

241 S. Front St. 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 

Phone: 269-782-9743 
Fax: 269-782-3210 

dtoxopeus@dowagiac.org 
 
 

DOWAGIAC FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Deputy Fire Chief, Anthony “Tony” Stewart 

302 Wolf St. 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 

Phone: 269-782-9563 
Fax: 269-782-9941  

tstewart@dowagiac.org 


